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ACTION AID-59 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO 10-10 FDRE-00 AGR-10 PC-05 
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FM AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8687 
SECDEF WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

UNCLAS NDJAMENA 2736 

AFDROUGHT 

EO 1 1652: NA 

SUBJ: TERMINATION KING GRAIN AIRLIFT FOR CHAD 

1. THE THIRD AND LAST USAF C-130 DEPARTED NDJAMENA SHORTLY 
AFTER NOON TODAY, OCTOBER 21, THUS TERMINATING OPERATION KING 
GRAIN CHAD. THE AIRLIFT HAD SUCCESSFULLY DELIVERED 1,382 METRIC 
TONS OF AMERICAN FOOD RELIEF OUT OF A PROPOSED 2,000 TONS TO 
SIX REMOTE LOCATIONS IN CHAD WHEN IT WAS ENDED BY THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF CHAD FOR EXTRANEOUS REASONS. 

2. FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE KING GRAIN CHAD OPERATION SIX WEEKS 
AGO, KING GRAIN CHAD COMMANDER MAJOR LAFLAMBOY AND THE OFFICERS 
AND MEN UNDER HIS COMMAND HAVE DEMONSTRATED EXCEPTIONAL 
DEDICATION, UNFAILING GOOD HUMOR, AND MUCH HARD WORK. MEMBERS 
OF THE STAFFS OF THE EMBASSY, THE DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE, 

AID, USIS, THE PEACE CORPS AND THEIR FAMILIES WHO ACCOMPANIED 
KING GRAIN FLIGHTS AS INTERPRETORS, HAVE BEEN BOTH IMPRESSED 
WITH AND PROUD OF THE PROFESSIONALISM DEMONSTRATED BY KING 
GRAIN PERSONNEL. WE ARE CONVINCED AS WELL THAT THE INDIVIDUAL 
CHADIAN CITIZENS WHO WILL BENEFIT MOST DIRECTLY FROM THESE GIFTS 
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CAME AND THE SPIRIT IN WHICH IT WAS DELIVERED. MANY CHADIANS, 

SUCH AS THE YOUNG MOTHER WITH A SERIOUSLY ILL FOUR-DAY OLD INFANT 
WHO WERE TRANSPORTED FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE SAHARA TO THE HOSPITAL 
IN NDJAMENA, HAVE ADDITIONAL PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS OF THE SPIRIT 
OF KING GRAIN. 

3. THE RECORD SHOULD ALSO REFLECT THE SINCERE PERSONAL AND 
OFFICIAL APPRECIATION GOC DROUGHT COORDINATOR AND MINISTER OF 
PUBLIC WORKS DJONOUMA EXTENDED TO MAJOR LAFLAMBOY AND MYSELF 
THE DAY BEFORE THE AIR I. TFT WAS TERMINATED. ALTHOUGH NO MORE 
WAS HEARD OF THE RECEPTION HONORING THE KING GRAIN PERSONNEL 
WHICH THE MINISTER HAD EARLIER PROPOSED. MINISTER DJONOUMA 
TOOK THE OCCASION OF HIS LAST MEETING WITH THE KING GRAIN CHAD 
COMMANDER FOLLOWING THE END OF THE AIRLIFT TO RENEW EXPRESSIONS 
OF APPRECIATION. 

4. IN SUM, KING GRAIN CHAD PERSONNEL, AS WELL AS THEIR EXCELLENT 
BACK-UP SUPPORT IN BAMAKO AND THE US, DESERVE WARM COMMENDATION 
FOR THEIR PERFORMANCE OF A DIFFICULT MISSION IN AN EXEMPLARY 
FASHION. DWYER 
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